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What is Creativity?

Creativity Is exhibiting originality, imagination,
INnventiveness, or ingenuity.

Research shows that creativity is important for
classroom engagement, academic achievement, and
workforce preparedness. Young people with strong
creativity skills will generate multiple solutions to a
problem, show originality, ask questions, and
demonstrate curiosity.
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Why Creativity?

® Survey by IBM (1,500 CEOs from 60 countries and 33 industries).
creativity more important than rigor, management, discipline, integrity,
or even vision to navigate an increasingly complex world
IBM 2010 as quoted in Hadani and Jaeger, 2015

® “The first step in winning the future is encouraging American
iInnovation... What we can do—what America does better than anyone
else—is spark the creativity and imagination of our people.”
President Obama, State of the Union Address 2011

® Complex relationship with academic performance. Creativity can
encourage engagement in learning.
Boxx et al, 2013
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What does Creativity look
like?

® EXxpressimagination or original
ideas (can be language, art,
movement, sports, STEM)

® Openness to new experiences

® Decision-making to refine ideas

Hadani and Jaeger, 2015
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What does Creativity look like?

Two ways of thinking

Divergent Convergent

generating many focusingon a
solutions to limited number of

a problem Y possible solutions
[ ]

Hadani and Jaeger, 2015
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How to Encourage Creativity

Provide Opportunities for:
1. Exploration
2. Flexible Thinking

3. Decision-Making
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1) Exploration

® Protect free time or

exploration time
e.qg., free write, free play

e Engage in brainstorming /
Idea-generating activities

e Ask open-ended questions
or prompts where there is

no right answer
e.qg., reflection, what would you
do?

Hadani and Jaeger, 2015
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2) Flexible Thinking

® Provide new experiences
and encourage active
engagement (curiosity,

learning)
e.g. hew cultures, professions,
environments

® Perspective-taking
l.e., other ways of thinking

e Explicit instruction to “be
creative” -- saying it actually
works

Hadani and Jaeger, 2015
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3) Decision-Making

e Provide constraints
(deadline, budget) that
require thoughtful choices

® Provide opportunity to
review and revise with
feedback so students can
reflect on decisions

Hadani and Jaeger, 2015
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Building Creativity beyond school

HERNANDEZ
AFTER SCHOOL
&' PROGRAM

2.1 Partners for Youth
[] with Disabilities
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Don’t forget the Reports by Skills in the PRISM

i

Summary Reports

2/

/N0 \
N

rA
PRISM

Data into insight,
insight into purpose

BY BOSTON BEYOND

-

\_

o

Reports by Skills

~

I &
" Boston After School & Beyond

j\l
-
s

0D =
0O

Reports by Tools

13



Works Cited

Hadani H, Jaeger G (2015), Inspiring a Generation to Create: Critical Components of Creativity in Children.
Center for Childhood Creativity.

Boxx, R., Carpenter, S,, ... Wigand, S. (2013). Beyond content: Incorporating social and emotional learning into
the strive framework. Philliber Research Associates.

" Boston After School & Beyond 14



